
INSTRUCTION NO. C-l 

Members of the jury, you have heard all of the testimony and received the evidence and will 
shortly hear arguments of counsel. The Court will presently instruct you as to the rules of law 
which you will use and apply to this evidence in reaching your verdict. When you took your places 
in the jury box, you made an oath that you would follow and apply these rules of law to the 
evidence in reaching your verdict in this case. It is, therefore, your duty as jurors to follow the law 
which I shall now state to you. You are not to be concerned with the wisdom of any rule of law. 
Regardless of any opinion you may have as to what the law ought to be, it would be a violation of 
your sworn duty to base your verdict upon any other view of the law than that given in these in­
structions by the Court. 

You are not to single out one instruction alone as stating the law, but you must consider these 
instructions as a whole. 

It is your exclusive province to determine the facts in this case and to consider and weigh the 
evidence for that purpose. The authority thus vested in you is not an arbitrary power but must be 
exercised with sincere judgment, sound discretion and in accordance with the rules of law stated to 
you by the court. 

Both the state and the defendant have a right to expect that you will conscientiously consider 
and weigh the evidence and apply the law of the case and that you will reach a just verdict 
regardless of what the consequences of such verdict may be. 

lt is your duty to determine the facts and to determine them from the evidence produced in 
open court. You are to apply the law to the facts and in this way decide the case. You should not be 
influenced by bias, sympathy or prejudice. Your verdict should be based on the evidence and not 
upon speculation, guesswork or conjecture. 

As sole judges of the facts in this case, your exclusive province is to determine what weight and 
what credibility will be assigned the testimony and supporting evidence of each witness in this case. 
You are required and expected to use your good common sense and sound honest judgment in con­
sidering and weighing the testimony of each witness who has testified in this case. 

The evidence which you are to consider consists of the testimony and statements of the 
witnesses and the exhibits offered and received. You are also permitted to draw such reasonable in­
ferences from the evidence as seem justified in the light of your own experience. 

Arguments, statements and remarks of counsel are intended to help you understand the 
evidence and apply the law, but are not evidence. If any argument, statement or remark has no 
basis in the evidence, then you should disregard that argument, statement or remark. 

The production of evidence in court is governed by rules of law. From time to time during the 
trial, it has been my duty as judge to rule on the admissibility of evidence. 

You must not concern yourself with the reasons for the Court's rulings since they are con­
trolled and governed by rules of law. You should not infer from any rulings by the court on these 
motions or objections to the evidence that the court has any opinion on the merits favoring one 
side or another. You should not speculate as to possible answers to questions which the court did 
not require to be answered. Further, you should not draw any inference from the content of those 
questions. You are to disregard all evidence which was excluded by the court from consideration 
during the course of the trial. 



INSTRUCTION NO. C-3 

The Court instructs the Jury that under the law of the State of Mississippi, once the Court concludes reading 
these instructions and excuses you to begin your deliberations, the Court cannot accept any further evidence or 
provide you with any exhibits other than those already in evidence. Further, the Court cannot provide you with 
transcriptions of any testimony taken during the trial unless that transcription was marked and entered into 
evidence. 



INSTRUCTION NO. C-4
 

The law presumes every person charged with the commission of a crime to be innocent. This 
presumption places upon the state the burden of proving the defendant guilty of every material 
element of the crime with which he is charged. Before you can return a verdict of guilty, the state 
must prove to your satisfaction beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant is guilty. The pre­
sumption of innocence attends the defendant throughout the trial and prevails at its close unless 
overcome by evidence which satisfies the jury of his guilt beyond a reasonable doubt. The defen­

dant is not required to prove his innocence. 



INSTRUCTION NO. C-S
 

The verdict of the jury must represent the considered judgment of each juror. In order to return 
a verdict it will be necessary that each juror agree thereto. In other words, all twelve jurors must 
agree on a verdict in this case. It is your duty as jurors to consult with one another and to deliberate 
in view of reaching an agreement if you can do so without violence to your individual judgment. 
Each of you must decide the case for yourself, but do so only after an impartial consideration of the 
evidence with your fellow jurors. In the course of your deliberation, do not hesitate to reexamine 
your own views and change your opinion if convinced it is erroneous, but do not surrender your 
honest convictions as to the weight or effect of evidence soley because of the opinion of your fellow 
jurors or for the mere purpose of returning a verdict. 



INSTRUCTION NO. C-6 

The court instructs the Jury that you must not consider the fact that the defendant did not testify as 
evidence against him and no inference of any kind may be drawn from the fact that the defendant did not 
testify in this case. 


